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General Marking Guidance  
 

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment .  Examiners must  mark the 
f irst  candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the last .  

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for 
what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their 
percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark scheme should be 
used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners 
should always award full marks if  deserved, i.e. if  the answer matches the 
mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 
the candidate’ s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark 
scheme. 

• Where some j udgement  is required, mark schemes will provide the 
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplif icat ion may be 
limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme 
to a candidate’ s response, the team leader must  be consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it  
with an alternat ive response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper 2 
 
 

Assessment  cr iter ia: Paper 2 
 
Maximum total mark for each quest ion is 30. These marks break down as follows: 

• communicat ion and content  – maximum 18 marks available 

• knowledge and applicat ion of language – maximum 6 marks available 

• accuracy of language – maximum 6 marks available 

Total:  30 marks maximum per quest ion. 
 
 
Communicat ion and content  
Mark range DescriptorMark range Descriptor 

Mark range Descriptor 

0 – 1 Lit t le or no relevant  communicat ion.  
2 – 4 

 
Lit t le relevant  informat ion with much ambiguity and many omissions.  
Often incoherent . 

 
5 – 7 

Main points of the task completed but  there may be some irrelevance, 
Omissions or repet it ion. Minimal level of response with lit t le descript ion or    
Opinions. Not  easy to read. 

 
8 – 10 

Maj ority of task completed and relevant . There may be some irrelevance 
Caused by a misunderstanding of the task. There is some evidence that  the  
student  can go beyond a minimal response due to some expansion of ideas  
and opinions as appropriate to the task. Some at tempts to link the piece  
together as a whole. Somet imes ambiguous.  

 
11 – 14 

 
 

Responds fully to all,  or nearly all,  of the task. Task clearly understood. 
Evidence of both opinion and descript ion as appropriate to the task. The 
piece is clear and has some coherence. May be rather pedest rian or,  
alternat ively, somewhat  over-ambit ious. 

 
15 – 18 

Task clearly understood and responds fully to the task. Ability to narrate, 
expand, give full descript ions and express opinions as appropriate to the 
task. Piece is clearly linked together, coherent  and relevant . Pleasant  to 
read. 

 
2 marks to deducted from Communicat ion and Content  for the incorrect  form of 
writ ing, as specif ied in the quest ion t it le.  
  

 



 
Knowledge and applicat ion of language 
Mark range Descriptor 
Mark range Descriptor 

0 – 1 Lit t le or no language worthy of credit . 

2 
 

Very limited language which rest ricts and impedes communicat ion. 
Language is basic and inappropriate.  

3 
 
 
 
 

 

Limited vocabulary and st ructures which are j ust  adequate to task. 
Language is basic and somet imes inappropriate to task. Sentences are 
usually short ,  although syntact ically more or less correct . Occasional 
use of standard idiom. Some errors in correct  format ion and use of 
verbs. Pre-learned, set  phrases predominate. Use of adj ect ival or 
adverbial phrases is not  always successful. 

4 
 
 
 

 

Vocabulary and st ructures are adequate to task. Language is 
appropriate for purpose. Style is basic and correct  when using short  
simple sentences and communicat ion is not  impeded by this. Some 
dif f iculty with longer sentences where syntax is not  always correct .  
Idioms are used with part ial success. 

5 
 
 
 

 

Evidence of a range of vocabulary and st ructures appropriate to 
narrat ive and descript ion, for example expressing opinions, j ust ifying 
ideas and points of view. Some use of complex st ructures. Shows 
ability to manipulate language to suit  purpose, although this may not  
always be successful. 

6 
 
 
 

 

Vocabulary and st ructures comfortably equal to the task. Variety of 
vocabulary, idiom and st ructures appropriate for narrat ive and 
descript ion, for example expressing and j ust ifying opinions, ideas and 
points of view to avoid repet it ion. Confident  use of more complex 
st ructures. Clear ability to manipulate language to suit  purpose. 

 
Accuracy of language 
 

Mark range Descriptor 

0 – 1 Lit t le or no language worthy of credit . 
 

2 
Errors occur so regularly as to impede communicat ion. Isolated 
examples of correct  language. 

   3 Many errors but  main points communicated. Some correct  const ruct ions.  

4  Fairly accurate. More than half  of what  is writ ten is free from errors.  
5 Generally accurate with most  st ructures being correct .                     

6 High level of accuracy, though not  necessarily fault less. Orthography 
generally well mastered. Use of complex language.  

 

 
  

 



• Ensure that  the answers are relevant  to the task required by the quest ion.  

• Accept  any point  of view which is relevant  to the task, as long as it  is j ust if ied, 

in candidates’  answers.  

 Suggested answeres: 
 
Q1 

• Students were not given enough homework/ given too much homework. 

• Curriculum is not balanced, too much of certain subjects/ too little. 

• Too many exams/ too few exams. 

• Not enough guidance to students on what to do/ where to find resources. 

• Too many teachers absent. 

• Too many students went absent and teachers had to repeat lessons all the time. 

• No classroom activities. 

• Some teachers talk too fast.  

Q2 

• Air pollution. 

• Traffic jam. 

• Health and safety. 

• Noise pollution. 

• Cycling. 

• Using public transport. 

• Car sharing. 

At least two suggestions for solution.  

Q3 
 

• Creative thinking. 

• Healthy life style. 

• Improve personal qualities and skills (punctuality; organisation; leadership ... etc) 

• Manage stress; relaxation. 

• Too costly.  

• Addiction (computer games). 

• Over competitiveness. 

• Mismanagement of time.  

 



Q4 

• Unpleasant interruption. 

• Affect enjoyment. 

• Waste of time. 

• Creating awareness. 

• Good source of information. 

• Good enjoyment. 

• Having a break. 

Q5 

• Public services. 

• Road safety. 

• Historical sites. 

• Medical care. 

• Culture and tradition. 

• Job opportunities. 

• Education and schooling. 

Q6 

The response should be relevant to the picture which is provided, and should satisfy the requirement 

of story writing. It should include (but not exclusive): 

• Time. 

• Place. 

• Characters. 

• Relevant plot. 
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